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MONTHS AND WILL PROBABLI_LALNCH~TH51NLXT “PHASE - OF THE OFFENSLyE

“"NHMAXwOR“JUNE“BEFORE“THE—AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINAIIONS

IN THE POLITICAL FIELD, THIEU SAID THAT HE IS NOT OPPOSED TO
ANTI- ~COMMUNIST FRONT GROUPS, BUT KE THINKS IT 1S BETTER FOR

THE GOVERNMENT NOT TO BECOME INVOLVED IN SUPPORTINu THEM.

END SUMMARY. o : o '
1. -.—PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU SAID THAT
HIS MAJOR PROBLEM AT THE PRESENT TIME IS A PERSONAL ONE WHICH
INVOLVES ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO UNDERMINE HIS POWER AND
PRESTIGE AS- PRESIDENT. THIEU NAMED VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO K
DIRECTOR GENERAL oF NATIONAL POLICE NGUYEN NGOC LOAN AND

150)
3.4(b)(1)

Y,

CHIEF OF THE OVERSEAS SECURITY SERVICE MAI DEN AS THE INSTI”ATORS

OF THIS EFFORT. THIEU FEELS THAT HE HAS BEEN BACKED INTO A

CORNER, AND ALTHOUGH HE 1S GENERALLY FAIR AND GENTLE TO ALL
~ -PEQPLE, -HE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE ‘SOME ACTION 'TO ‘ASSERT HIMSELF

AGAINST SUCH DETRACTORS ALL THIEU WANTS IS TO BE A GOOD
PRESIDENT. FOR THE FULL FOUR YEARS OP EVEN THESE FI?ST FIVE -

‘NONThS, IF HE DOES NOT SURVIVE THE PRESENT FIGHTING THOUGH

HAS NO FEARS FOR HIS PLRSONAL SAFETY.lgyfyff“w” i
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'2; THIEU REFERRED TO THE 1 MARCH LOWER HOUSE VOTE AGAINST
GRANTING HIM SPECIAL ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL DECREE POWERS YITH
THE COMMENT THAT THE OPPOSITION INCLUDED THE KY/LOAN CONTROLLED
DEMOCRATIC BLOC. THIEU CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE BLOC VOTED

R
~e?

AGAINST HIM UNLESS IT WAS A DELIBLRATE ATTEMPT 10 EMBARRASS
HIM AS PRESIDENT szwcs KY HAD ASKED TO ORGANIZE THIS BLOC TO
OPERATE IN SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT. THE BLACK PROPAGANDA
ACTIVITIES RUN BY MAI DEN CONTINUE TO EMBARRASS THIEU AND |
HIS ADNINISTRATION AND ARE OBVIOUSLY DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH

5~ THIS OBJECTIVE. 'IN ADDITION, LOAN AND HIS GROUP ARE TRYING

TO MAKE NGUYEN’VAN LOC APPEAR AS AN INEFFECTIVE PRIME MINISTER

IN ORDER 10 EMBARRASS THIEU. THIEU STATED THAT IT SHOULD.-BE

W

REMEMBERED THAT LOC WAS NOT HIS CHOICE BUT WAS FORCED ON HIN
BY THE" GENERALS, INCLUDING KY. THERE IS ALSO AN ORGANIZED
EFFORT. LED’ sy LOAN AND POSSIBLY suppoarsn BY KY 10 PLACE CORRUPT
MEN IN sauxoa GOVERNMENT POSTS,.INCLUDING PROVINCE CHIEFS, SO
THAT THESE CORRUPT APPOINTEES MAY BE cxrsn AS AN EXAMPLE OF
THIEU 'S INEFFECTIVENESS. “ ,

3. THIEU BELIEVES THAT THE MOBILIZATION or 125,200

ADDITIONAL GOLDIERS IS NANDATORY IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUSNESS
oI T '."15(0’-
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" OF THE VIET CONG (VC) THREAT OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS HOWEVER,A L

e I SO

HE WOULD LIKE A FORNAL U.S. AGREEMENT To PROVIDE THE MILITARY
'7EOUIPNENT NECESSARY 10 SUPPORT THESE ADDITIONAL TROOPS BEFORE
5TAKING POSITIVE STEPS T0 IMFLEMENT MOBILIZATION.J .
;tfggjjf;A 4.; THIEU AscRIBEO THE vc TET OFFENSIVE ro HANOI'S L
- "REALIZATION THAT NASSIVE ANERIcAN MILITARY INIERVENTION I
“7?f';;fVIEINAN fias NAOE IT INPOSSIELE FOR THE COMMUNISTS 10 wIN A
TAA”°?FNILIIARY VICTORY THUS, THE IEI OFFENSIVE IS AN EXPRESSION
. oF wEAxNEss. IT HAD AS ITS PRINCIPAL PURPOSE PUTTING THE ..

—7 !waATIONAL FRONT FOR “THE LIBERATION oF SOUTH VIETNAM INTO A f”“f -

¥
H
e

et -—STRONG POSITION IN PREPARATION FOP THP INESCAPABLE DAY WHEN

 NEcoTIATIows MUST BEGIN. 1N FACT, THE: ve- ARE S0, WEAK INEY
COULD NOT AFFORD TO WAIT UNTIL THE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY oF NEXI-W“" """"
YEAR'S TET UNTIL THEY ATTACK. |
5. THE TET OFFENSIVE REPRESENTS A LAST DITCH MILITARY
EFFORT WHICH CAME ABOUT BECAUSE THE Ve WERE FAILING ON ALL
OTHER FRONTS. *'THE ve ATTACKED THE CITIES In ORDER TO CREATE _
MAXIMUM PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT A FEW ROCKET OR MORTAR ROUNDS ,'
CAUSE MINOR DAMAGE BUT CREATE A GREAT PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT

WHEREAS 50 HAMLETS TAKEN OVER BY THE VC COULD PASS LARGELY S
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UNNOTICED BY THE . OUTSIDE WORLD. THIEU CITED THE VC ORDER
TO TAKE AND HOLD THE CITIES FOR 48 HOURS AS AN INDICATION THAT
THE VC REALIZED THEIR WEAKNESS.
6. THIEU BELIEVES THAT THE vc WILL LAUNCH THE NEXT
PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE IN MAY OF JUNE BECAUSE THE v
REALIZE THIS EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE BEFORE THE AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL

'NOMINATIONS FOR THE MAXIMUN PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON AMERICAN

PUBLIC OPINION.,_.- ; | S
7 THIEU 1S IN FAVOR OF A UNITED ANTI commumxsr FRONT |
GROUP:i HE SAID THAT THERE IS NO REASON. WHY HE SHOULD BE
OPPOSED T0 FRONT GROUPS IN VIEw OF THE FACT THEY ARE ORGANIZED
IN SUPPORT or HIm AND HIS GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, THIEU DOES
NOT THINK THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD OFFER ITS SUPPORT TO
THE SE FRONT GROUPS SINCE THE MEMBERS WOULD ASSUME THE GOVERNMENT
IS TRYING T0 EXPLOIT THEM AND WOULD RESIGN CAUSING THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF THE FRONT THIEU BELIEVES THAT IT IS BETTER
FOR HIM 1O, CONTINUE SEEING SELECTED POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS |
LEADERS AND TRYING T0 PERSUADE THEM TO COOPERATE IN. BRINGING
THLIR FOLLOWERS INTO A UNITED FRONT GROUP WHICH VILL OPPOSE

PR o T e e . er’ N L isemt, -

COMMUNISM AND OFPER ITS SUPPORT TO THE GOVERNMENT. THIEU
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- SAID THAT EVENTUALLY CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THE FRONT GROUPS
’Q"‘ MAY FORM THE BASIS FOR A POLITICAL PARTY ALTHOUGH THIS SHOULD
NOT BE EXPECTED TO DEVELOP WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE. THIEU |

; ADDED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN LITERALLY HUNDREDS oF FRONT eaoups
#75 anp, POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS IN VIETNAM OVER THE. YEARS, AND

i ‘ﬂ3FEw HAVE HAD ANY REAL COHESION OR. BEEN PAPTICULARLY -

" -t

’iy_ft;EF LCTIVE IN BROADENING THEIR POLITICAL BASE

5}?1*}’““‘"8{‘ FIELD Drsssm.. STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER,
1 ‘sPOLITICAL COUNSELOR MR. ZORTHIAN) USMACY (GENERAL WESTMORELAND,
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